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ABSTRACT 



This curriculum guide defines social studies as the 
integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic 
competence. A framework for the K-12 social studies program in Alabama's 
public schools is provided. The curriculum emphasis on civic responsibility 
will encourage students to become informed, responsible, participating 
citizens, and enable them to function well in both their private and public 
lives. Content standards in the guide are minimum and required, and 
fundamental and specific but not exhaustive. School systems may include 
additional content standards and add implementation guidelines, resources, 
and/or activities. The curriculum guide uses history and geography as the 
central disciplines, with the addition of specific core information and ideas 
from economics, law, and U.S. government interwoven into all courses to 
provide for the program goals of historic, geographic, political, and 
economic literacy. These program goals support the commitment to provide a 
curriculum that prepares all of Alabama's students to lead productive and 
independent lives. The guide presents an introduction to the course of study, 
the conceptual framework, position statements, directions for interpreting 
the minimum required content, and the minimum required content and overview 
for various subjects in kindergarten through second grade, for third and 
fourth grade, for fifth and sixth grade, for seventh grade, for eighth and 
ninth grade, the ninth grade- twelfth grade social studies program, and for 
other ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade materials. Appendices contain 
Alabama high school graduation requirements, and guidelines and suggestions 
for local time requirements and homework. A bibliography concludes the guide. 
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For information regarding the 
Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies 
and other curriculum materials, contact 
the Classroom Improvement Section, 
Alabama State Department of Education, 
Gordon Persons Building, Room 3345, 

50 North Ripley Street, Montgomery, Alabama, or by mail 
at P. O. Box 302101, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2101. 




Telephone Number (334) 242-8059 



It is the official policy of the Alabama State Department of Education that no person in 
Alabama shall, on the grounds of race, color, disability, sex, religion, national origin, or age, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any program, activity, or employment. 
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF EDUCATION’S MESSAGE 



Social Studies is the integrated study of the 
social sciences and humanities to promote 
civic competence. The Alabama Course of 
Study: Social Studies Bulletin 1998, No. 18), 
establishes such a curriculum. The emphasis 
on civic responsibility encourages students to 
become informed, responsible, participating 
citizens. It is hoped that this curriculum will 
enable them to function well in both their 
private and public lives. 

A comprehensive core curriculum for students 
at all grade levels provides rigorous course 
content and high-level academic standards 
delineating expected achievement by all 
students. The social studies curriculum 
pattern establishes a fundamentally new 
direction by providing a sound framework for 
historic, geographic, economic, and political 
literacy. The Social Studies State Course of 
Studies Committee, composed of educators 
and business and community leaders, the State 
Board of Education and I believe a sound 
program of instruction has been developed to 
guide the local systems in the implementation 
of their social studies curriculum. 



MEMBERS 
of the 

ALABAMA STATE BOARD 
OF EDUCATION 

Governor Fob James 

President of the State Board of Education 

Superintendent Dr. Ed Richardson 

Executive Officer and Secretary 

District 

I Mr. Bradley Byme 

II Mr. G. J. “Dutch” Higginbotham 

III Mrs. Stephanie Wolfe Bell 

IV Dr. Ethel H. Hall, Vice President 

V Dr. Willie J. Paul 

VI Mr. David F. Byers, Jr. 

VII Ms. Sandra Ray 

VIII Dr. Mary Jane Caylor 



ED RICHARDSON 

State Superintendent of Education 



u 



Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies 



Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies 
Table of Contents 

PREFACE iv 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS v 

ALABAMA COURSE OF STUDY: SOCIAL STUDIES 

AN INTRODUCTION 1 

ALABAMA’S K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM 

THE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 2 

POSITION STATEMENTS 6 

1 

DIRECTIONS FOR INTERPRETING THE MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTENT 7 

THE MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTENT 

Kindergarten - Second Grade Overview 9 

Kindergarten — Citizenship: Living in My World 1 1 

First Grade — History and Geography: Exploring My World 17 

Second Grade — Interdependence: Making A Difference in Our World 22 

Third and Fourth Grade Overview 27 

Third Grade — The Land and Its People 29 

Fourth Grade — Alabama History and Geography 34 

Fifth and Sixth Grade Overview 43 

Fifth Grade — United States Studies: Beginnings to 1900 45 

Sixth Grade — United States Studies: 1 900 to the Present 56 

Seventh Grade Overview 65 

Seventh Grade — Citizenship 67 

Seventh Grade — World Geography 72 

Eighth and Ninth Grade Overview 79 

Eighth Grade — World History and Geography to 1500 81 

Ninth Grade-Twelfth Grade Social Studies Program 87 

Ninth Grade — World History and Geography Since 1500 88 

Tenth and Eleventh Grade Overview 97 

Tenth Grade — United States History and Geography: Beginnings to 1900 99 

Eleventh Grade — United States History and Geography: 1900 to the Present 108 

Twelfth Grade Overview 117 

Twelfth Grade — American Government 119 

Twelfth Grade — Principles of Economics 121 

Alabama Occupational Diploma Program Grades 9-12 Overview 125 

Ninth Grade — Career Preparation I (Social Studies) 127 

Tenth Grade — Career Preparation II (Social Studies) 131 



Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies 



Eleventh Grade — Career Preparation III (Social Studies) 135 

Twelfth Grade — Career Preparation IV (Social Studies) 140 

Alabama Occupational Diploma Program Scope 144 

APPENDIX A. Alabama High School Graduation Requirements 147 

APPENDIX B. Guidelines and Suggestions for 

Local Time Requirements and Homework 149 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 151 




Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies 



7 



PREFACE 



T he Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies (Bulletin 1998, No. 18) provides the 
framework for the K-12 social studies program in Alabama’s public schools. 

Content standards in this document are minimum and required (Ala. Code §16-35- 
4). They are fundamental and specific but not exhaustive. In developing local 
curriculum, school systems may include additional content standards to reflect local 
philosophies and add implementation guidelines, resources, and/or activities, which, by 
design, are not contained in this document. 

f 

The 1997-98 Social Studies State Course of Study Committee primarily used these documents 
in developing the social studies document: Building a United States Curriculum, National 
Council for History Education, 1997; Building a World History Curriculum, National Council 
for History Education, 1997; Geography for Life, National Geography Standards, 1994; 
National Standards for Civics and Government, Center for Civic Education, 1994; 

Curriculum Standards for Social Studies, National Council for the Social Studies, Bulletin 89, 
1 994; and Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics, National Council on 
Economic Education, 1997. In determining appropriate content for Alabama students, the 
Committee also consulted several other current reference documents. 

In addition, committee members attended state, regional, and national conferences; read 
articles in professional journals and other publications; reviewed similar curriculum 
documents from other states; listened to and read statements from interested individuals 
and groups throughout the state; used each member’s academic and experiential 
knowledge; and discussed issues among themselves and with colleagues. Finally, the 
Committee reached consensus and developed what they believe to be the best social 
studies curriculum for Alabama’s K-12 students. 
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IX 



Alabama Course of Study: Social 

Studies 
An Introduction 



T hroughout our state and nation, citizens from all walks of life are calling for significant 
educational reform. Consistent with the reform movement, the Alabama Course of 
Study: Social Studies provides Alabama’s public school students the opportunity to 
experience a curriculum that reflects the essence of reform: preparing students for full 
participation as twenty-first century citizens. 

The overall social studies goal of civic responsibility requires the development of competent 
citizens committed to the fundamental constitutional values and principles. Sustained and 
systematic attention to responsible citizenship throughout the social studies curriculum will 
equip Alabama’s students to contribute effectively to their community, state, nation, and 
world. 

Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies uses history and geography as the central 
disciplines. However, specific core information and ideas from economics, law, and U.S. 
government are interwoven into all courses to provide for the program goals of historic, 
geographic, political, and economic literacy. These program goals support the commitment to 
provide a curriculum that prepares all of Alabama’s students to lead productive and 
independent lives. . 

The high academic standards of the social studies curriculum provide a program of excellence 
as students are prepared to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to enter the 
working world in the twenty-first century. The commitment to provide solid content 
knowledge in the core social studies courses, the attention to develop the critical thinking 
skills necessary to apply knowledge, and the encouragement of personal qualities of 
responsibility and self-management promote competent, productive citizens. These qualities 
are necessary for the successful completion of an overall program of studies reflecting world 
class standards. 
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